[Congenital malformations of the lung, the radiologist's point of view].
Congenital lung malformations include a complex range of developmental abnormalities. Currently, most are diagnosed prenatally or during early childhood. They may, however, be discovered later, incidentally or in connection with non-specific symptoms, sometimes severe. Knowledge of their radiological appearances is necessary for their detection. Proper technique and analysis of cross-sectional imaging, computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging, allow a definitive diagnosis in most patients and pre-treatment evaluation of surgical cases. This review will describe the radiological aspects of congenital pulmonary malformations, especially those which may occur in late childhood or adult life. When present, alternative diagnoses will be discussed. A distinction will be made between anomalies originating from bronchopulmonary structures, such as bronchial atresia, bronchogenic cyst, congenital lobar overinflation, cystic adenomatoid malformation, and forms related to vascular anomalies (vascular rings, anomalous left pulmonary artery, pulmonary underdevelopment, proximal interruption of the pulmonary artery, pulmonary sequestration, scimitar syndrome).